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October 27, 2016
Dear parents/guardians,

I am writing to update you on the status of busing provided by one of our operators, First Student Inc. Both the York Region District School Board and the York Catholic District School Board have been notified by First Student that they are currently bargaining with Unifor 4268, the union representing their Markham area bus drivers.  The union is in a legal strike position and, if no agreement is reached, may call a strike with 72 hours of notice to the employer.
At this time, there is no indication of a plan to strike, and not all students are affected by the negotiation process between First Student and Unifor 4268. However, we are providing you with all the information we have to date. If your child is on a bus route beginning with the number seven (7), this route is serviced by First Student; other route numbers are not affected. 

In the event of a local strike, there will be no school bus transportation to students serviced by First Student. First Student will not replace the bus drivers on these routes, and other operators are not in a position to be able to provide additional routes or drivers to service these routes.

We appreciate that this news is frustrating for those potentially affected. Please know that we will continue to monitor the situation closely and provide you with as much information as we have available. Should a strike be called, parents will be notified by letter, through the Board’s website www.yrdsb.ca / www.ycdsb.ca, the student transportation services website www.schoolbuscity.com, and through the Board Twitter feeds @YRDSB and @YCDSB. 
Sincerely
Joe Guchardi

Manager
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